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The S ecot\<£ French Revolution 


Berkeley** 

No Time for fovoil/hoK 


It started in Paris as a student protest! 
for more student rights in late April 
19GB. Within a few weeks it turned into a 
mass revolutionary movement throughout 
trance and a general strike paralyzed the I 
whole country. But just like in the ! 



They are making us take rinals again. 
They do it to us every semester. Why do 
they pul us through this torment? 

Knowledge, a creative mind, and an ! 
understanding of how to make our world 
better are NOT among the main objectives j 
of the university. The central societal 
role of this institution is to train us in the 
mechanics of* information synthesis and i 
bureauccratic organization. Drawn from j 
those children who respond to scholastic j 
experiments with the least resistance, our 
undergraduate study at IJCB is a 
culmination of a process of socialization 
begun in kindergarten to prepare a social 
strata able to operate Lhe information and 
administrative functions of American 
capitalism. 

We all know and we're even told some 
times that it doesn't matter what your 
major is just so long as you get that 
fucking degree. The degree is a receipt j 
acrediting you with the ability to 
withstand five years of neurotic, sexually 
repressed mental acrobatics and a j 
satisfactory performance running the 
paper work rat maze and jumping through 
bureaucratic hoola-hoops when the 
professor (P.E. teacher, babysitter, dean) 
blows the whistle. 

The bell rings. Sit for 5 A minutes. Hu? 

conk, on p.flL 
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Spanish revolution in 1936/37 the 
Communist Party turned out to be a major 
counter-revolutionary force that helped 
the capitalists to restore their order 
again. 

On May 2 the University of Nanterre 
was closed to students because of the 
protests. The next day the Sorbonne, the 
other university in Paris, was closed and 
the student demonstrators were attacked 
by the police. The first barricade went up 
on May 6. Students used newspaper 
stands and automobiles to build the 
barricades and dug up cobblestones which 
they threw in exchange for police 
grenades and gas bombs. 

The fighting continued the following 
days. and on May 10 student 
demonstrators demanded ani immediate 
opening of all universities and the 
immediate withdrawal of the police from 
the Latin Quarter. Thousands of students, 
joined by young workers, occupied the 
mein streets of the Latin Quarter and 
constructed over 60 barricades. On that 



night, city police reinforced by special 
farces charged on the demonstrators. A 
large number of demonstrators, as well as 
policemen, were seriously injured. 

Up to this point French newspapers, 
including th Communist Party organ 
L 'Humanite. had characterized the student 
movement as 'tiny groups* and 
'adventurist extremists.* However, after 
the police repression or May 10. the 
communist-led union 6eneral Fedration of 
Labor (C6T) calls for a genral strike 
protesting the brutality of the police and 
supporting the students. 


On May 14 the aircraft plant 
Sud-Aviation was the first factory to be 
occupied by its own workers. 

The next day. May 15. students and 
workers took over the Odeon. the French 
national theatre. planted revolutionary 
red ant black flags on the dome, and 
proclaimed the end of a culture limited to 
the economic elite of the country. The 
same day numerous plants throughout 
France were occupied by their workers, 
including the automobile producer Renault. 

At the same time a vast experiment in 
direct democracy was under way in the 
auditoriums and lecture halls of the 
unversity buildings in Paris. The state, 
the ministries, the faculty bodies and 
former student representative bodies 
were no longer recognized as legitimate 
lawmakers. The laws were made by the 
constituents of 'General Assemblies*. 
Action committees established contacts 
with striking workers, and leaflets 
informed workers of the experience in 
direct democray which the students were 
gaining. 

When the Sud-Aviation workers occupied 
their factory *in the style or the student 
demostrators*. they were not merely 
expressing their sympathy with the 
student demonstrators. And when other 
workers occupied their factoies. they 
were not demanding more consumer goods 
in exchange for their alienated labor. 
Some workers profoundly understood what 
was happening in the universities. This 
was not the traditional social uOisfilcf 
between labor and management, it had 
nothing to do with quantitative 
improvements within the context of 
capitalist society. It was the workers 
themselves, who decided to take over the 
factories. It was not initiated by the C6T. 

On May 21 students organized a six mile 
march to the Renault plant to demonstrate 
o con*. or\ p. (4 
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In the straight press, TV and radio there has been 
a lot of coverage about the homeless lateley. But 
they usually don't qet to the roots of the problem. 
They talk about the homeless after they ended up on 
the streets or shelters, but usually don't get into 
who they were before that happened and what caused 
them to be homeless. 

The New York Times polled individuals at random, 
asking them what causes homelessness. 20 percent 
said unwillingness to work, another 20 percent 
believed alcohol or drug problems, 19 percent 
thought bad luck and 12 percent said psychological 
problems. None of them even mentioned housing. 

With the help of the media the majority of the 
population thinks that homelessness is a set of 
individual problems rather than a societal problem 
created by economic and political relationships. To 
get beyond that point of view we have to look closer 
to who the homeless are and why they don't have 
homes. 

Who are the homeless 

Today there are between 3 and 4 million people 
homelss in the US. In the past 20 years the homeless 
population has changed dramatically in appearance 
and quantity. In the 50's and 60's most of the skid 
row inhabitants were older men, many of them with 
alcohol problems. 

Since then small, but growing numbers of women 
have appeared. By the mid 70's many hispanic and 
black men, unemloyed and lacking job skills, began 
using the urban shelters. Many of them were war 
veterans returning from Vietnam. Today blacks and 
hispanics represent the majority of the homeless. In 
the early 80's another wave of homelessness swept 
the coutnry caused by high inflation and massive 
layoffs and plant closures. Recently many families 
have become homeless. They represent the fastest 
growing group of homeless. 

Vhy is there homelessness 
But the most direct cause for homelessness is the 
(artificial) housing crisis. Housing is a commodity, 
something to make profits with. In capitalist sociey 



HOMEtESSWESS 
m THE IAM0 
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those who cannot provide others with profits get no 
housing. Especially now, when there is no need for 
the poor because there is no shortage of labor. In 
contrast, during WWII and the post-war boom when 
the poor were needed for the factories, the 
government made sure that there was enough low 
cost housing available for everyone and very few 
ended up homeless. 

In the late 60's with the growing civil rights 
movement and heavy city riots, the establishment 
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started an effective counter-revolution that still car 
be felt today and is responsible in large part for 
today's homeless problem. In 1968 presiden 
k Johnson apponted a National Comission to Report 01 
‘ :tvii Disorder. Chaired by the former army general 

Continued on page 4 
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And then governor of Illinois Otto Kerner a group of 
very influential men representing the qovernemnt, 
business and military formulated for the fist time 
the doctrine of "spatial deconcentration." "There 
were riots," the report said, "because there were 
too many poor people concentrated in the inner- 
cities." If the poor were driven out of the inner 
cities and dispersed in the suburbs they couldn't riot 
anymore. 

Today the ruling class solution to problems 
con^^ning the poor are still the same. It is not in 
their interest to create a more equal society where 
everybody's nees could be fullfilled. All they are 
concerend about is how they can suppress 
disturbances without changing their status quo. 

In the inner cities many factories closed down in 
the 70's. The workers were forced to go to the, 
outskirts of town to find jobs for lower wages.' 
When there aren't enough jobs people are willing to 
work for very little money. At the same time 
welfare programs have been radically cut, not only 
since Reagan has been in office. And since the 
beginning of the 80's the yuppies started moving 
back to cities from the suburbs to work downtown. 
They were willing to pay big sums of moeny for their 
downtown condos. And the tenants of the low cost 
housing and welfare hotels were evicted to make 
room for the more profitable luxury apartments and 
offices for the yuppies. 

This process causes an immediate and massive 
rent increase inprevioulsy middle and lower-middle 
class neighborhoods, chasing the poor out of their 
neighborhoods or leaving them on the streets after 
eviction. 

Homelessness exists not because the system fails 1 
to work as it should, but because it works as it must. 

The government's shelter programs 

The government is organizing programs for the 
homeless to create the impression that something is 
being done about it. It's been the work of the church 
for a long time to serve as a charity organization to 
justify the system and to neutralize the outrage of 
people who are concerned about homelessness and 
suffereing in "the land of the free.' 


The government-run shelters cannot provide beds 
for the nations's four million homeless, and besides 
that people need their own space to be in control of 
their own lives. Shelters are not enough. They have 
a strict curfew in the evening and they kick 
everybody out early in the morning. 

The Pentagon is currently making plans to use the 
concentration camps, in which Japanese Americans 
were interned during WII, as "shelters" to 
"solve " the problems of homelessness. 

Squatting 

Vhat this country needs is a nationwide squatting 
movement that seizes abandoned buildings and takes 
a stand against the system that puts property rights 
before human rights. It is a crime that there are 
abandoned buildings while there are people living on 
the streets. And it is a crime when the j 
businesspeople speculate with the houses we're 
living in. 

The squatting movement has to be a broad-based 
movement of the poor, not just the homeless. It 
concerns the poor tenants who could always be faced 
with an eviction notice or another rent increase. 
Squatting is about dealing with a nationwide problem 
on a grassroots community basis. The government is 
not going to do anything and charity does not solve 
the problem. We have to take responsibility for our 
own lives and fight for an alternative to rent and 
minimum wage slavery. And we have to be aware of 
the creeping fascism inside the US government and 
organize before all the homeless people are rounded 
up in concentration camps or locked up in mental 
institutions. 

There are growing squatters movements in New 
York, Philadelphia and other US cities, mostly on the 
East Coast. The Haste St. squat in Berekely was an 
attempt to start something similar in the Bay Area. 
And I hope there are going to be more attempts like 
that in the future until we are strong enough to keep 
houses and turn them into liberated areas where we| 
can live and be an inspiration to to other homeless I 
people on this planet, and encourage tenants to qet! 
rid of the burden of rent. 

I — hran Wildcat 





Help Pp«+e«ff 

It is time for finals again and as well as creating 
stress for students and eliminating time for political 
activity, finals bring a decrease in free speech 
rights around campus. 

During finals of Spring 1987 ztoney Burke, who 
performs political humor during lunch Friday, was 
arrested for speaking in a "non-free speech area." 
His show was pretty funny. At one point, as often 
happens, someone came by to give him a hard time. 

It was some professor who complained that his class 
couldn't take an exam because of the noise Stoney 
was making. Stoney gave him the usual treatment , 
making this guy into part of the show. The professor 
said he was going to go get the cops. 

The show continued and no police showed up. i 
Most of us thought the prof was just bluffing. The 
show ended. Just as the last of the crowd was 
walking away, 2 police, seemingly walking by, 
changed direction, approached Stoney and grabbed 
him. He started yelling "free speech... help!" He 
knew what to do because he has been arrested for¬ 
doing his show 1b times in the last 10 years , in this 
country of supposedly free speech. Most of his 
arrests have been at Berkeley. He chooses to speak i 
outside the defined "free speech areas " 

A crowd quickly gathered to defend the stone man 
but wasn't well organized enough and in a matter of 
minutes, Stoney was in hand cuffs, inside a patrol 
car and being driven to jail. He had to pay $500 bail 

HaRde^To A**r es t I 

to get released. The police broke his glasses. The 
university later dropped the charges. The assistant 
district attorney, Martin Brown, said, "we don't 
have enough evidence that the peace was disturbed." 

I don't know why they couldn't find enough 
evidence. The peace was being disturbed, just not by 


SToney 

Stoney Burke. Who, after all, is building nuclear 
weapons and training ROTC officers to go fight in 
Central America? The university is the one 
disturbing the peace. But back to Stoney. 

He will be performing twice more this semester. 
Traditionally he has been arrested during finals time. 

It would be a good time for people to come to his 
show and be around in case the cops show up. A 
large crowd can prevent them from showing up in the I 
first place and if he is arrested, people might think 
of blocking the police car or taking some similar type 
of action. His shows are Friday from noon until 1. | 
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stand is not surprising after all: to have 
contributed to the conquest of power by 
the workers, the Communist Party would 
have had to bury itself. 

The government and the union, the 
capitalists and the communists mobilized 
their instruments of repression and 
propaganda to keep the student example 
from overflowing into the working class. 
One of the government's first acts was to 
have the police occupy the radio 
transmission center. One of the unions 
first acts was to take absolute control 
over every loudspeaker system in every 
occupied factory. Doth the capitalist and 
communist pross repeated the 'news' about 
students concerned over tests and 
workers concerned over wages, hoping to 
bring this situation into existence by 
mentioning it endlessly. 

But aTter all. the Tailure of the 
revolution was due to a lack of iction and 
understanding by the revolutionary 
students and workers. They accepted the 
union's and state's authority. What if they 
had taken over the radio transmission 
center to communicate with the population 
and describe what they had dona and were 
planning to do. Or what if the students had 
stormed the factory gates that the union 

C*AtlAUCdl OA (*• 6 









Ut y£nD Peoples 

I he university wants to take bark 
People's Park and the Haste St. garden and 
build dorms on them If they think they 
can gel away with it. Ihev mav try it as 
soon as finals are over and students are 
gone. 

Tonight (Monday. May 9} the university 
is holding another public meeting where 
they will unfold their plans to take over 
more of Berkeley. They claim that these 
are PLANNING meetings yet they’ve never 
revealed their decision making process, 
let's reveal it for them. Come and hear 
THEIR plans for OUR park and garden and 
maybe we'll all vote on it or something. 
Or maybe well do something else. 

The bullshit starts at 7:30 at (Jnitas 
House. Large Hall. 7700 Bancroft Way. 

Potfce H*r«ssm<?hT 

There has been an increase in police j 
harrassment of the homeless, street 
people, and activists on Southside since 
the Haste St. homeless action. A meeting 
is scheduled ror THURSDAY. MAY 17. 
IQBfl. IN M3 FSHEI MAN AT 7:00 pm . 
This is an issue that is important for both 
student and community activists and 
Berkeley residents concerned about social 
justice. 
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bureaucrats had ordered to he kept closed, 
and had opened the factories to everyone 
like the universities. 

It was because of these mistakes, a lack 
of revolutionary conciousness that the 
struggle didn't escalate and rise strong 
enough to overthrow capitalist society 
once and for all. 

But never the less the french students 
workers showed nq TSYOMiOR !S 

possible in an advanced capitalist society. 

Lot's do it. 


Save Billi Nessen 

There will he a benefit ror Billi Nessen. 
who is chargod with felonious vandalism 
and conspiracy for ripping up the railroad 
tracks at the Concord Naval Weapons 
Station last September in respoonse to the 
maiming of Brian Willson Thousands 
participated in that action, but Billi is the 
only one charged with it. He was arrested 
in Berkeley six months after the 
demonstration. 

The concert at La Pena will feature 
Danny Kalb from the Blues Project, the La 
Pena Chorus and Higher Ground. There 
will be street poetry and the latest update > 
on Billi's case. 

Wednesday. May 1 1. 7:30 p.m. 
at La Pena Cultural Center on 
3105 Shattuck Ave in Berkeley. 

$3 and up sliding scale. 

For more info call 653-2407 
or Melissa at 043-7416 

FARMER'S MARKET 

The Fanner's Market is back and sel to 
ceiobrate the start of its second 
marketing season. The Market's Grand 
Opening Fvent on Tuesday. May 10 will 
feature the Beverly Stoval Blues Band. 
Max Ventura and Willsand Young. 

Cherries, strawberries, apples, dates, 
honey and Mowers will be found amongsL 
the cornucopia of fresh, delicious and 
inexpensive produce. The market is a plan* 
where shoppers can meet and talk directly 1 
with the people who grow their food. It j 
will operate every Tuesday afternoon 2-7 
p.m. through November, on Derby St 
between Milvia and Martin Luther King Jr. 
Way. For more information call the 
Ecology Center: 540-2220 

The Slingshot 

700 Eshfemin • Berkeleg, CA 94720 




